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Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
Namebini-giizis
What is idling?

The new Namebini-giizis begins February 18. This is the Sucker Fish Moon. Other names for this moon are
Migizi-giizis, Eagle Moon and Makoonsag-gaa-nitaawaadi-giizis, When the bear cubs are born moon.

Gooniginebigoog!

By Anna Clark and the Ojibwe
School 8th Grade Class

By Julia Lintgen and the Ojibwe
School 5th Grade Class

I

T

dling is when you leave your vehicle running while it is disconnected
from or out of gear. For example,
starting your car in the morning and
letting it sit for an extended period of
time before you drive it. Many people
idle their cars because they think it
gets the engine flowing, but did you
know that excessive idling can actually damage your engine components
including cylinders, spark plugs, and
the exhaust system. Not only does
this affect your car, it also affects your
health, the environment and it wastes
money and resources.
Carbon dioxide causes lung disease,
increases asthma, and can cause hyercapnia which is the result of too much
carbon dioxide in the bloodstream.
Every 10 minutes that you do not idle
prevents one pound of carbon dioxide
from being released into the air. Carbon dioxide is a heat trapping gas that
is causing global warming. Vehicles
get 0 miles per gallon idling, which
means that you are paying money and
wasting gas to go nowhere. Idling for
just 30 seconds wastes more fuel than
turning off the vehicle and restarting
it.
There are many misconceptions
about idling; however it is a very
important issue that affects everyone
and everything. Our 8th grade class is
continuing to do research and work
towards getting the word out about
idling, so stay tuned for more information from us!

hrowing snowsnakes is a traditional Ojibwe winter game.
This year’s class of Fond du Lac
Ojibwe School 5th grade students not
only had the opportunity to play a
snowsnake game at the Biboon Fest;
they were able to make their own
snowsnakes. With the assistance of
Bob Shimek the students learned the
legend, collected the wood, shaved,
sanded, and added heads and tails
transforming their sticks into snowsnakes. Shimek, from White Earth,
joined the students Dec. 16-18 and
taught them so much more than just
how to make and throw a snowsnake.
Julia says “What I saw and heard the
students learning were Anishinaabe
cultural lessons, patience, sharing,
and respect in addition to the required
subjects that were incorporated into
the three day lesson. The pride I saw
in each of their faces as they talked
about all their hard work and everything they learned tells me that they
will not only retain what they learned,
they will be able to share what they
learned.”
Here’s what the students had to
say:
Lynkin: “I learned that a tree finds
you, you find it.”
Namida: “I learned to work with sharp
tools and sand.”
Devin: “I learned that snowsnakes was
an old game.”
Vanna: “I learned that snowsnakes
are beautiful when you are done with
them.”

Upcoming Events:
Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

MaryJane: “I learned that you don’t
make mistakes, it was meant to be
that way.”
Rodney: “I learned that snowsnakes
differ, some go faster and farther.”
Gina: “I learned lessons from the story
we listened to.”
Gabe: “My favorite part was sanding
my snowsnake.”
Orville: “My favorite part was going
out to Sawyer and cutting the wood.”
Cordelia: “My favorite part was carving and painting them.”
Dallas: “My favorite part was carving
the snowsnake.”
Snowsnake names:
Dallas: Thunder Bob
Devin: Running Snake (Bimiibatoo
Ginebig)
Lynkin: The snake that runs on ice

MaryJane: The snake that slides on ice
(Zhooshkobide Ginebig)
Namida: Daisy
Gabe: Foxy
Julia: Frank
Cordelia: Elsa
Rodney: Skel
Orville: Running Thunder
Vanna: Smiley
Gina: Minnie
In addition to what the students
have already learned about snowsnakes, they have also named them and
painted them in Ojibwe class, put the
final clearcoat on them in art class and
had the opportunity to help write their
first article ever to be published in the
Nahgahchiwanong Dibahjimowinnan
during a newspaper article lesson with
Nikki Crowe.

Snowsnakes- Gooniginebigoog

This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Management, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.
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Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page
Gooniginebigoog!

Front Row (L-R): Dallas, Devin, Lynkin, MaryJane, Namida, Back Row (L-R): Gabe, Julia, Cordelia, Rodney, Bob,
Orville, Alison, Vanna, Carly (absent that day Gina)

Snowsnake Bob!

Bark- Wanagek

Carve- Mookodaaso

Gather- Maamigin

file, grind it down-zisiboodoon

A nice day- Mino giizhigad

It is smooth- zhooshkwaakwad

Knife- Mookomaan

