
This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen 
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration 
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Manage-
ment, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Upcoming Events: 
Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops 
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check 
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
The new Ode-imini-giizis, the Strawberry Moon begins June 16. Other names for this moon are Gitige-giizis, 
Gardening moon; and Waawano-giizis, Flowering Moon.Ode-imini-giizis
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The new bee yard at Fond du Lac 
Tribal and Community College
By Courtney Kowalczak, 
Director of FDLTCC Environmental 
Institute

Fond du Lac Tribal and Commu-
nity College is working on trans-
forming the campus into a space 

that supports our 
educational efforts 
on sustainability. 
In an effort to not 
only improve our 
campus but also to 
teach others about 
environmental is-
sues the college has 
built a bee yard. The 
new bee yard is a 
way to teach about 
the importance of 
pollinators to plants 
and to us.
  Our bee yard was 
started by a great 
partnership that 
was created be-
tween FDLTCC and 
the Northeastern 
Minnesota Beekeepers Association. 
The Beekeepers Association pro-
vides their expertise, and bee hives, 
while FDLTCC provides the space, 
equipment, and outreach. Working 
together the Beekeepers Association 
and FDLTCC hope to teach students 
and community members about bee 
keeping, the importance of pollinators, 
and how to help support these fasci-

nating insects. Bee colony collapse, 
which describes the mass death of 
honeybees across the world, has been 
estimated as high as 40% in recent 
years. This number is alarming not 
only because of the devastating loss 
of bees but also because of the serious 

impact that the 
loss of bees has 
on agriculture. An 
estimated 30% of 
crops grown in 
the United States 
depend on honey-
bees to pollinate 
them. Without 
healthy honey-
bees hives we as 
consumers will 
see shortages of 
fruits, vegetables, 
and nuts that 
we all enjoy. In 
addition to the 
honeybee, which 
was introduced 
from Europe, our 
native pollinators 

have also been in decline. With the 
addition of the bee yard at FDLTCC 
we hope to encourage people to take 
steps such as planting bee friendly 
plants in their yards to help support 
all of our pollinators. We will be an-
nouncing beekeeping workshops and 
other events throughout the year. Be 
sure to come by to visit!

Drinking fountain retrofit project
By Shannon Judd, 
FDL RM Environmental Outreach 
Coordinator

When walking through the 
Tribal Center, Ojibwe School, 
or Resource Management 

Division, you may have noticed the 
new bottle filling stations 
recently installed. Two were 
installed at the school, five 
at the Tribal Center and one 
at the Resource Manage-
ment Division. This project 
was made possible by a 
special projects grant the 
Environmental Program 
received from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to 
help reduce waste by reduc-
ing dependence on single-
use beverage containers (i.e. 
bottled water).
  So, why bottle filling sta-
tions? They provide a conve-
nient way to fill your reusable 
water container with cooled, filtered 
water. We all know drinking water is es-
sential to your health.  
  The tally in the upper right corner 
counts the number of 20 oz. bottles filled 
to help illustrate the amount of single-
use plastic being kept out of landfills and 
recycling bins. Yes, recycling is good, 
but choosing something you can reuse 
is even better and saves a lot of energy 
and resources that go into making the 
containers in the first place. 
  What goes into making bottled water?
3 oz. of petroleum/oil go into making 

each bottle; it is estimated that 17 mil-
lion barrels of oil are used each year in 
making the 31.2 billion bottles of water 
Americans purchase each year; this does 
not include oil/fuel needed to transport 
the product (http://pacinst.org/publica-
tion/bottled-water-and-energy-a-fact-
sheet/). 

Bottling water contributes 
millions of tons of carbon 
dioxide, a contributor to 
climate change, into the 
atmosphere each year
   Bottling water uses more 
water than what is in the 
container; approximately 
2-3 times more water is 
used in the process of mak-
ing the plastics. 
  What many people do not 
realize is that bottled water 
is much less regulated than 
tap water and is not held to 

the same testing standards. If 
you do choose to keep bottled 
water on hand for emergen-

cies or other needs, consider buying the 
gallon-size containers rather than several 
smaller bottles to help reduce plastic 
usage.
  The FDL Environmental Program 
recently received funding from Indian 
Health Service to install 2-4 more systems 
this year. We would appreciate your feed-
back on these systems! Please contact 
Andrea Junker at andreajunker@fdlrez.
com or Shannon Judd at shannonjudd@
fdlrez.com or x7123 with any comments 
or questions.

Bottle Filling Station at 
FDL Resource Management, 
photo by Shannon Judd

Beekeeper suited up, Photo by Courtney 
Kowalczak



 

— Ojibwe Wordlist —

Bee ..................................... Amoo

Bee’s Nest .........Aamoo-wadiswan

There are (many) bees, wasps
......................................Amookaa

Honey .......Aamoo-ziinzibaakwad

Flowers ..................... Waabigwan

Find it tastes good, like the taste of 
it .................................Minopidan

It tastes sweet ..Wiishkobipogwad

Sting .................................... Jiiswi

The highest female leader: a head 
boss, a president, a queen
.........................Gichi-ogimaakwe

Male worker .............Anokiiwinini

Ashi-niswi giizisoog BIGADA'WAA WORD SEARCH 
Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle below

Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce 
Ojibwe words.
All consanants sound the 
same as in English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in 
measure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in 
father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in 
feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in 
food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in 
stay

Sentences 
I like the taste of apple cider. 
Niminopidaan iwe mishiimi-
naaboo.
Those flowers you brought me 
smell good," the woman told 
her husband. "Gichi-mino-
maagwadoon ini waabigwani-
in gaa-piidamawiyin," odinaan 
iniw onaabeman a'a ikwe.

I put honey in tea. Aamoo-
ziinzibaakwad nindagonaan 
imaa nitiing.
Don't get friendly with the 
bear. He's too dangerous. 
Gego beshwaji'aaken awe 
makwa; onzaam naniizaanizi.
Does that taste sweet? Wiish-
kobipogwad ina iwe.
Credit the Sentences and 
Puzzle http://ojibwe.lib.umn.
edu/

Anishinaabemowin Lessons Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page
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