
This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen 
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration 
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Manage-
ment, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Upcoming Events: 
Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops 
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check 
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)

Waatebagaa giizis is the Leaves Changing Color Moon. Other names for new September moon are  
Mandaamini giizis (Corn Moon) and Moozo giizis (Moose Moon).Waatebagaa giizis

Page 12 | Nah gah chi wa nong • Di bah ji mowin nan | September 2015

By Christian Nelson, 
Fond du Lac Forester

In 2002 emerald ash borer 
(EAB), a small flying green 
beetle native to South-

ern Asia, was discovered in 
Detroit, Mich. It was thought 
to have been there for a few 
years before anyone noticed 
or was able to identify this 
tiny insect that probably 
hitched a ride in packaging 
material on a ship inbound 
from China. The insect is now 
found in dozens of states and 
has killed millions of ash trees 
across the U.S. It was discov-
ered in the Minneapolis area 
a few years ago, and it was 
found just over the highway 
53 bridge in Superior, Wisc. 
in 2013. In nearly every case 
the insect is hitching a ride 
with people moving firewood 
from an infested area to a 
new area.
  Minnesota has more ash 
trees than any state in the 
nation, almost 870 million 

trees! Fond du Lac Forestry 
has mapped over 200 black 
ash dominated stands on 
FDL-owned lands that total 
over 1,400 acres. That's over 
2 square miles of black ash! 
That also means we have a lot 
of trees at risk.
  Unfortunately, there is no 
practical remedy for EAB. 
And the beetle will attack any 
species of ash large or small, 
young or old, and is fatal even 
to strong and healthy trees. 
Parasitic wasps have been re-
leased that help reduce EAB's 
numbers and slow the rate of 
spread, but the wasps don't 
eradicate the insect. Chemical 
insecticide treatments can be 
applied to individual trees, 
but the treatment is expensive 
and must be repeated every 3 
years, forever.
  Of more concern is the 
unique nature of black ash 
swales (the low, wet areas 
where black ash grows here). 
These swales can have shin 
deep water in the spring 

after snow melt, but can be 
almost crunchy dry by late 
summer, and only black ash 
seems to grow well in those 
harsh conditions. Like all 
trees, black ash continuously 
pumps water from the roots 
up to the leaves and into the 
air (a process called transpira-
tion) all summer long. This 
keeps the water table rela-
tively low during the summer 
months. So what happens if 
EAB kills the ash trees grow-
ing in these swales and all 
that transpiration stops? Right 
now it'd seem that they will 
turn from forested wetlands to 
alder swamps or even cattail 
marshes. A cattail marsh is 
very different than a forested 
black ash stand, especially if 
you are a bird, frog, snake, or 
other animal.
  We can't seem to stop EAB 
from killing ash trees, but 
perhaps we can stop black 
ash swales from turning into 
something besides forested 
wetlands. Fond du Lac For-

estry, in cooperation with 
the wetlands program, with 
help from an Environmental 
Protection Agency grant, has 
started a 3 year project to 
see if other tree species can 
be planted and successfully 
grown in existing black ash 
stands. If these non-ash spe-
cies can tolerate the unique 
conditions of the black ash 
stands they may be able to 
transpire enough water to 
keep the water table low, even 
if all the ash are killed, and 
keep the forest, well, forested.  
  We have selected 6 sites 
around the Reservation and 
this fall will plant over 1,600 
tree seedlings of 7 different 
native species chosen for their 
ability to survive in other 
wet areas and their potential 
tolerance of climate change: 
silver maple, red maple, white 
cedar, white pine, hackberry, 
American elm, and swamp 
white oak. We’ll track their 
survival, health, and growth, 
as well as monitor the hydrol-

ogy of the site. We hope we'll 
find two or three tree species 
that can be grown success-
fully in these stands. If we do 
we will make efforts to plant 
these species before emerald 
ash borer destroys the black 
ash trees, allowing the new 
trees to grow before the water 
table rises.
  In the meantime, you can 
help by not moving firewood 
and looking for signs of em-
erald ash borer in your own 
yards or while out and about. 
You can learn more about 
what to look for by visiting 
this website: http://stopthe-
beetle.info/signs-symptoms/
  For more information about 
this project you may contact 
Christian Nelson, Fond du 
Lac Forester, or Shannon 
Kesner, Fond du Lac Wetlands 
Specialist, at the Resource 
Management Office  
(218) 878-7101.

How not to turn trees into cattails



 

— Ojibwe Wordlist —

Wiininaamowin .........air pollution

Wiinichigaade ........... be polluted

Waanichigaadeg  ...........pollution

Bagidanaamo .................. breathe

Minwaasin ...................good wind

Noodin ............................... windy

Gichinoodin ............... very windy

Minwaanimad ...... favorable wind

Mashkawaagami ...........be strong

Waawiidookaage .........................

helps more than one person

Ashi-niswi giizisoog BIGADA'WAA WORD SEARCH 
Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle below

Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce 
Ojibwe words.
All consanants sound the 
same as in English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in 
measure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in 
father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in 
feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in 
food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in 
stay

Weather
It is…
A cool wind- Dakaasin
A nice day- Mino Giizhigad
Clear- Mizhakwad
Cloudy- Ningwaanakwad
Cold- Gisinaa
Foggy- Awan
Hot- Gizhaate

Source: www.ojibwe.org/home/
pdf/ojibwe_beginner_diction-
ary.pdf

Anishinaabemowin Lessons Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page
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