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Ashi-Nisiwag Giizisoog (13 Moons)
Binaakwe Giizis

Binaakwe Giizis is the falling moon and begins its cycle as a new moon on October 18.
For trees, winter is effectively a time of drought (snow is frozen water and is thus
unavailable moisture to plants). Because leaves transpire moisture from the leaves to the
air, trees drop leaves to conserve moisture during the water-limited winter months.

The Mooz Hunt

The world was created when muskrat brought mud from the bottom of the flood to be
placed on turtle’s back. The turtle’s shell has thirteen central plates, called scutes. The
traditional Ojibwe calendar year follows a 13 moon lunar cycle. The names of each moon
are influenced by natural phenomena, animal activity, and cultural practices and beliefs.
Because the area in which Ojibwe is spoken is so vast, not all Ojibwe people use the same
names for the moons.

By Wayne Dupuis, FDL Resource Management
Treaties negotiated between the Anishinaabe (Chippewa) and the United
States Government during the 1800s established the right to hunt, fish, and
gather within the ceded territories. Our ancestors who negotiated these
treaties knew the importance of being able to sustain our lifestyles with the
resources that were provided by the creator.
Time has elapsed since the signing of the treaties and many rights have
been eroded by efforts to repress the bemaadizid (lifeways) of the
Anishinaabe. There was a long period of time that state conservation
officers imposed state laws over giiyosewin (hunting) of key natural
resources. As a result, many guns and even more meals of fresh meat and
stores of wild rice were confiscated.
Since the mid 1980s, and after much deliberation and legal action, the
states have been persuaded to recognize our rights - known as usufructuary
rights - to hunt, fish and gather within the ceded territories. Since 1989, the
Fond du Lac Band has co-managed the giishkashkizhigewin (harvest) of
mooz (moose). The Band’s wildlife biologist, Mike Shrage, has shared
some interesting statistics on mooz hunt, presented in the graph below.
So to the mooz,we say migwiitch. To those who have come before us and
inendamowin (thought) of our ability to sustain ourselves in this life we
say mikwendaagoziwag (they are remembered). Migwiitch.

Photos clockwise: Bull Moose
photo by “Property#1”;
Moose hide drum at the FDL
Museum by Wayne Dupuis
Sr.; Moose bone carvings by
Jeff Savage.

More than meat…

By Dave Wilsey
UMN Extension
Mooz. An important source of meat for many families, but this animal is a resource that is much
more. I had the good fortune to speak with several FDL elders about the moose over the past few
weeks. Wayne Dupuis Sr. constructed the dewe’igan (drum) pictured above from a moose hide.
Jeff Savage’s work on wiingashk (sweet grass) baskets led him to fabricate traditional moose
bone needles used in their crafting, then to the creation of arrowheads, and ultimately to intricate
carvings using the bone as a medium. Sonny Greensky shared his recollections of the moose
hide used as a bootaagan (mortar for wild rice threshing). The hide was laid over a small hole
dug in the ground and threshers danced on the rice supported by maple poles, which made their
footsteps lighter as required by the task. Eshkanag (horns/antlers) drop every spring and in their
collection and display many of us bring the mooz into our homes and our lives.
Events:
15 October: 13 Moons Workshop: Waawaashkeshiwi / Baanizhaawe, Deer Processing.
Info - 218.878.8001

Thirteen Moons is produced monthly by the Fond du Lac Resource Management Division
and University of Minnesota Extension. Content is based on the appropriate moon, and
addresses culture, ecology, and the management of natural resources. Comments and
contributions should be directed to the FDL Resource Management @ 218.878.8001

