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FOIID DU IJAC BAI-ID OF LAIffi SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA

AI{IMAL CONTROIJ ORDINAI{CE

oRDTNAI.ICE #04 / 00 , AMENDED

CHAPTER 1
AI]:THORITY A}ID PI]RPOSE

Sect ion 101 Author i tv

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the inherent sovereign
authority of the Fond du Lac Reservation Busine$s Committee, as the
governing body of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa,
as recognized under  Sect ion 16 of  the Ind ian Reorganizat ion Act  o f
1 9 3 4 ,  2 5  U . S . C .  S  4 7 5 ,  S e c t i o n  2 0 1 ( 2 )  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  C i v i l  R i g h t s
A c t  o f  1 9 6 8  ,  2 5  U . S . C .  $  l - 3 0 1 -  ( 2 )  ,  A r t i c l e  V I  o f  t h e  R e v i s e d
Constitut ion of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, and under the common
law of  the Uni ted States of  Amer ica.

Section 102 Findinqe, Purpoee and Elcope

The Reservatj-on Business Committee f inds that i t  is necessary
and in the best interests of the Fond du Lac Band to establish
standards for the care of domestic animals, and procedures for the
seizure, custody and disposal of stray domestic animals within the
Fond du Lac Reservation. The Reservation Business Committee
accordingly enacts this Ordinance for the purpose of protecting the
heal th ,  wel fare and safety  of  the res idents of  the Fond du Lac
Reservation from threats presented by stray or unattended domestic
animals. The standards established and authority granted under
this Ordinance shal-I apply to any stray or unattended domestic
animal on Jands within the Fond du Lac Reservation which are
subject to the terri torial- authority of the Fond du Lac Band, and
to any premises located on such lands.

Sect ion 103 Reeervat ion of  Riqhte

Noth ing in  th is  Ord inance,  nor  any act ion hereunder ,  shal l
operate as a waiver of the sovereign immunity of the Fond du Lac
Band or as a consent to jurisdict ion by any court or agency for any
mat ter  ar is ing under  Jaw or  equi ty  wi th  respect  to  the subject
mat , ter  here in.



CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS & IIiEERPRETATION

Sec t ion  201  De f in i t i ons

The fo l lowing def in i t ions shal l  apply  in  the meanings and

interpretat ion of  the prov is ions of  th is  ord inance:

a. . .Abandoned dog" shall  mean any dog which is under no visibl-e

care or  contro l  o f  a  Person.

b. "Band landg" Or "L.randS Of the Fond dU LaC Band" means, f Or the

purposes of  th is  Ord inance:

(1)  Any l -ands which are held in  t rust  or  o ther  rest r ic ted

status by the Uni ted States for  the benef i t  o f  the Fond

du Lac Band or i ts members;

(2)  Any lands which are held in  t rust  or  o ther  rest r ic ted
status by the Uni ted States for  the benef i t  o f  the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe or i ts members which l ie within
the boundaries of the Fond du Lac ReFervation; and

(3) Any lands which are held in fee by the Fond du Lac Band

or any poli t ical subdivision of the Band'

c. . .Bodily injury" shall  mean any injury that involves physical

pain and suf fer ing,  scarr ing or  d is f igurement ,  o f  bone

fracture to anY Person.

d. "Dangerous dog" shall  mean any dog that:

(1)  Wi thout  provocat ion,  has in f l ic ted bodi ly  in jury  upon any

person ;

(2)  Wi thout  provocat ion,  has k i l led or  ser ious ly  ln jured

another  domest ic  an imal  whi l -e  outs ide the dog owner 's
proper ty ;

(3 )  I f ,  a f t e r  t he  dog  has  b i t t en ,  a t tacked  o r  t h rea tened  the

safety  of  humans or  other  domest ic  an imals,  the dog 's

owner has been g iven wr i tLen not ice f rom a law

enforcement  of f icer  that  the dog is  "potent ia l ly

dangerous" r '  or
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(4)  Has a contagious or  in fect ious d isease that  humans or
other  domest ic  an imals may contract  i f  exposed to the
dog .

A dog shal - l  not  be declared dangerous i f  the threat ,  in jury  or
damage was susta ined by a person who ( f )  a t  the t ime was
commit t ing a t respass or  o ther  un lawfu l  conduct  on the owner 's
proper ty ;  or  ( i i )  was in tent ional ly  provoking,  torment ing,
abusing or  assaul t ing the dog.

"Dog" shal l -  mean any animal  wi th in  the canine fami ly ,  whether
w i l d  o r  domes t i ca ted .

"Dog enclosure"  shal l  mean any secure ly  conf ined house or
res idence,  or  a  secure ly  enc losed and locked pen or  s t ructure
sui tab le to  prevent  the dog f rom escaping so as to  protect
humans or other domestic animals from the dog.

"Domegtic animal" shal-I mean any animal which is kept by i ts
owner as a pet  or  for  recreat ional  purposes.

Fond du Lac Band" or rrBandrr means the Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa.

"Lraw Enforcement Off ieer" means any law enforcement off icer
authorized to enforce the actions arisl-ng out of the operation
of  th is  ord inance,  inc lud ing any pol ice,  conservat ion,  or
animal control off icer of the Fond du Lac Band.
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\rMinneeota Chippewa Tribe"
Ind ian t r ibe compr is ing the
Portage,  Leech l rake,  Mi l le
Chippewa.

means the federa l ly  recognized
Bois Forte, Fond du Lac, Grand
Lacs and White Earth bands of

k . Nowrrer" shal-] mean any person possessing, harboring, keeping,
having an ownership interest in, or having custody or control-
o f  a  domes t i c  an ima l .

"Potential ly dangerous dog" shal1 mean any dog that:

(1)  is  not  reg is tered wi th  the Fond du Lac Law Enforcement
D iv i s ion ;  o r

(2)  is  not  tagged wi th  a current  Rabies tag showing
vaccinat ion against  rab ies;  or

(3) when unprovoked, chases or approaches a person on any
property in an aggressive manner, '  or



( m )

( n )

(4 )  has  a  known  p ropens i t y  o r  d i spos i t i on ,  as
sworn s tatements f rom at  least  two adul ts ,
threat.en the safety of humans or domestlc

(5) is running loose anywhere on Band r 'ands'

t 'Provocation" shall  mean conduct which arouses,
or  i r r i ta tes.  Such conduct  or  act ions tend to
resentment or fury in another person or animal '

"Reeervation Businegs Corunittee'r means the
governing body of the Fond du .Lac Band.

i n d i c a t e d  b y
L o  a t t a c k  o r

a n i m a l s ;  o r

moves/  causes
arouse rage/

du l y  e lec ted

( o ) "Tribal Court" means the Court of the Fond du Lac Band.

Sect ion 202 In terPretat ion

The prov is ions of  th is  Ord inance shal l ,  to  the greatest  extent
possible, b€ interpreted and implement,ed in a manner which is
consistent with other applicable l"aws, regulations and procedures
of the Fond du l,ac Band as established by the Reservation Business
Commit tee.



CHAPTER 3
PROHIBITIONS AI{D REQUIREMEIiITS

Section 301 Runninq at Larqe Prohibited

No domest ic  an imal  shal - l -  be permi t ted to  run at  large on lands
of  the Fond du Lac Band.

Section 302 Domestie Animals under the Immediate Control of
-

The rest r ic t ion imposed by Sect ion 301-  shalJ  not  prohib i t  the
appearance of  any domest ic  an imal  upon the s t reeLs or  publ ic
property of the Fond du Lac Reservation when such animal- is on a
Jeash or is otherwise under the immediate control of the owner or
custodian.  For  the purposes of  th is  sect ion,  " j -mmediate contro l "
shall  mean that the owner or custodj-an has actual physical
restraint over the anlmal- such that the animal presents no threat
or interference to persons or property.

Sect ion 303 NuLeancee

The owner or custodian of any domestic animaL sha1l prevent
that animal from committ ing any act which constitutes a nuisance.
It is a nuisance for any animal to habitually or frequently bark or
cry  at  n ight ,  to  f requent  school  grounds,  parks,  to  chase vehic les,
to molest or annoy any person away from the property of his owner
or  custodian,  or  to  damage,  def i le  or  dest roy publ ic  or  pr ivate
property. Fail-ure of the owner or custodian of a domestic animal
to prevent the animal committ ing such a nuisance is a violation of
the Ordinance.

Sect ion 304 Reqis t rat ion of  Doqe

All dogs must be registered with the Fond du Lac Law
Enforcement Division within 14 days that such dog is brought upon
Band Lands.  The Law Enforcement  Div is ion shal1 issue a tag and
Cert i f icate of  Regis t . ra t ion to  the Owner and mainta in a copy of
such  Cer t i f i ca te  o f  Req is t ra t i on .

Section 305 Rabies i*.. tr.*tror"

A11 dogs  presenL
be vacc ina ted  aga ins t
rab ies  vacc ina t ion  to
s u b j e c t  t o  f i n e s  a n d

on Band lands over  s ix  (5)
rabies each year. An owner
a law enforcement  of f icer

other  penal ty  of  law.

months of age must
must show proof of
upon request or be



Seetion 306 Prohibit inq Abandorurrent of Doqs

a.  I t  is  un lawfu l  for  any person to  abandon a dog on Band Lands.

b.  Any dog that  is  abandoned is  subject  to  conf iscat ion and
impoundment  under  Sect ion 402.

c.  Tf  a  law enforcement  of f icer  v iews a dog wander ing the roads,
park ing areas or  o ther  publ ic  areas wi thout  a  current
regis t rat ion tag,  he/she may presume that  the dog is
abandoned.



CHAPTER 4
ENFORCEMEMT

Seetion 401 Enforcement Authoritw

The prov is ions of  th is  Ord inance may be enforced by any law
enforcement  of f icer  o f  the Fond du Lac Band,  or  by any other  person
who is  du ly  author ized by Resolut ion of  the Reservat ion Business
Commi t tee .

Section 402 Impoundment

a.  An ind iv idual  who is  author ized in  accordance wi th  Sect ion 401
may impound any domestic animal found to be running at large
on Jands of the Fond du I-.,ac Band. The owner of such animal,
i f  known, shal- l- be provided with written notice of the
impounding. If  the owner is unknown, notice of the
impoundment shall  be posted at the Fond du Lac Reservatj-on
Business Committee off ices and Fond du Lac Housing Division
of f ices,  and shal l  a l -so s tate that  i f  the animal  is  not
c la imed wi th in  f ive (5)  days of  post ing the not ice,  i t  w i l l  be
given away to a responsible owner or painlessly ki l led and
d isposed  o f .

b .  A dog may be conf iscated and impounded under  th is  sect ion i f :

(1) The dog is running l-oose on Band l-ands;

(2)  The dog is  not  mainta ined in  a proper  enc losure, '

(3)  The dog is  ouLside the proper  enc losure and the dog is
not under the physical restraint of the owner or other
respons ib le  pe rson ;

(4)  The of f icer  has probable cause to  bel ieve that  the dog is
dangerous and imminently aggressive,-

(5)  The dog j -s  not iceably  d iseasedi  or

(5)  The dog is  running loose and chasing deer  or  l ivestock.

c .  An impounded animal  shal l -  be p laced in  a l icensed kennel  or
other  su i tab le and humane custody dur ing the not ice per iod.
Any expenses for feeding the animal incurred prior to
rec la iming of  the animal  shal l  be the responsib i l i ty  o f  the
owner .



ri I f  an impounded animal  is  not  rec la imed wi t .h in  the t ime
speci f ied and a l l  fees and charges are unpaid,  the animal
shal l  be g iven to  a responsib le owner  or  shal l  be pain less ly
k i l led and d isposed of .  In  addi t ion,  proof  o f  current
vacc ina t i ons ,  i nc lud ing  d i s temper ,  hepa t i t i s ,  l ep tosp i ros j " s ,
parvovirus and rabies, must be provided or the veterj.narian
wi l l  vacc inate and the owner is  responsib le for  a l l  appl icable
fees.  The owner of  the animal ,  i f  known,  has the r ight  to
redeem the animal upon paying the cost, of impounding and
feed ing  the  an ima l .

I f  an impounded animal  is  not  rec la imed wi th in  the t ime
speci f ied and a l l  fees and charges are unpaid,  the animal
shal I  be g iven away to a responsib le owner  or  shal l  be
pa in less l y  k i l l ed  and  d i sposed  o f .

F

Section 403 , lur- i-Edietion of Eond du tac Tribal C

The Fond du Lac Tribal Court shal1 exercise exclusive
jur isd ic t ion over  v io la t ions of  th is  Ord inance.  The Tr iba l  Cour t
shall  hear al l  such actions in accordance with the Fond du Lac
Civ i l  Code,  FDL ord.  #O+/gz,  as amended,  except  where the speci f ic
provisions of this Ordinance require otherwlse.

Section 404 Notice to lBpeEE

When an ind iv idual  is  c i ted for  any v io la t ion of  th is
Ordinance, the Band off icer shal] prepare written notice to appear
in  Fond du Lac Tr iba l  Cour t .  The c i ta t ion shal l  have the ef fect
of ,  and shal l  serve as,  a  summons and compla int .  The c i ta t ion must
be s igned by the Band of t icer ,  and shal l  inc lude the ind iv idual 's
name and address,  the speci f ic  o f fense charged and the date,  and
the t ime and place that he or she is to appear in Court, i f  known.
The of f icer  shal - I  re ta in  the or ig ina l  o f  the not ice,  and del iver  a
copy thereof marked "summons" to the person cited.

Section 405 tr 'ai lure to ABpeEE

Any individual who has been duly served in accordance with
this Ordinance and fai ls to appear before the Tribal Court without
just  cause shat l  be subject  to  a defaul t  judgment ,  prov ided that  he
or she is found guil ty of the charge upon which he or she was
or ig ina l l y  c i t ed .

Sect ion 406 Penal t iee

a .  Fa i l u re  to  req i s te r  o r  Ma in ta in  P roo f  o f  Rab ies  Vacc ina t i on '
Any person who fai ls to register a dog with the Band as
requi red under  Sect ion 304,  or  prov ide proof  o f  rab ies
vaccinat ion as requi red under  Sect ion 305 shal t  be gui l ty  o f



a c iv i l  misdemeanor .  I f ,  by a preponderance of  the ev idence,
the Band Member is  found gui l ty  o f  such charge,  a  f ine shal l
be  ass igned  t . o  such  v io la t i on  as  fo l l ows :

(1 )  F i r s t  o f  f ense :  an  o rde r  t o  reg i s te r  and /o r  t . ag  the  dog (s )
sha l l  be  i ssued ;

(2 )  Second  o f fense :  an  o rde r  t o  reg i s te r  and /o r  t ag  the
dog  (s )  and  a  f i ne  i n  t he  amoun t  o f  $25 .00  sha l l  be  i ssued ;

(3 )  Th i rd  o f fense ,  d i l  o rde r  t o  remove  the  dog (s )  f rom Band
Lands  and  a  f i ne  i n  t he  amoun t  o f  $50 .00  shaL l ,  be  i ssued .

b. Abandonment of a Doq. Any person found guil ty of abandonment
of  a  dog on Band Lands shal l  be subject  to  a f ine not  to
exceed  $500 ,  and  sha l l -  be  l i ab le  fo r  a l l  cos ts  o f
conf iscat ion,  impoundment ,  and dest ruct ion of  the animal

c.  Bodi lv  in iurv  caused bv a Doq.  Any owner of  a  dog that  b i tes,
wi thout  provocat ion,  any person in f l ic t ing bodi ly  in jury ,
shaLl  be gui l ty  o f  a  c iv i l  misdemeanor .  I f ,  by a preponderance
of the evidence, the owner i"s found guil ty of such charge, a
f ine in  the maximum amount  of  $250.00 shal l  be issued.  Tf  the
same dog, without provocation, bites another person or the
same person for a second t i .me, the dog shall  be destroyed and
a maxj -mum f ine of  $500.00 shal l  be iesued against  the owner.

d. Other vi.olat ions. Any person who is convicted of any other
violation of this ordinance shall  be punished by a f ine of not
more than $50.00,  and any subsequent  v io l "at ions wi th in  a one-
yea r  pe r iod  sha l l  be  pun ished  by  a  f i ne  o f  $100 .00 .

Sect ion 407 L iab i l i tv  for  Medica l  Expeneee

In addi t ion to  the f ines prescr ibed under  th is  Chapter ,  d f ly
person who is  found gui l ty  o f  a  v io la t ion of  th is  Ord inance shal l
also be responsible for the payment of any documented medical
expenses resul t ing f rom such v io la t ion.

Sect ion 408 Other  Civ i l  CauseE of  Act ion

Noth ing in  th is  Ord inance shal l  prevent  a pr ivate c iv i l  cause
of action by any individual who has incurred injury or damages
resul t ing f rom a v io la t ion of  th is  Ord inance.



CHAPTER 5
AI{EIIDME}ffT

Section 501 Amendment

The prov is j .ons of  th is  Ord inance may be amended by resolut ion
of  the Reservat ion Business Commit tee.

CERTIFICATION

We do hereby cer t i fy  that  the foregoing Ordinance #04/00 was duly
presenLed and adopted by Resolut ion #1253/OO by a vote of  4  for ,
0  against ,  0  s i l -ent ,  wi th  a quorum of  5  being present  at  a  Specia l
Meeting of the Fond du Lac Rese:rration Business Committee held on
August 22, 2000 on the Fond du Lac Reservation, '  and subsequently
amended  by  Reso lu t i on  #11 -94 /og  da ted  May  19 ,  2009 .

l a w s ' 2 0 0 0  0 4  ( 0 8 ? ? 0 0 r 0 5 1 9 0 9

Kar6n R. Diver
Chairwoman

Ferdinand Martineau
Secretary/Treasurer
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